EXHIBITIONS

virtual platform
that feels like a real
gallery space is
bringing the
London art scene

_ together, finds
. Nancy Durrant

en life
really does
8 imitate art

3 i F this were a normal year, around
; about now London's commercial
X : art world would be just emerging

{ from the fog of jet lag after what
would have been the third edition

of the Frieze Los Angeles art fair, and
trying not to think about the fact that in
acouple of weeks” time they'd get ona
plane to New York to do it all again at
The Armory. S

Every gallery would have someone on
the phone tracking the shipping of
artworks sold or unsold; every gallery
would be calming, cajoling or crack:
ing the whip on whichever artists
were dragging their feet gettis
next work out of the studio and into
a shipping container, " 0

Now, the London art world has
shrunk. Justlike the rest of us,
gallerists are restricted to

New perspective:
clockwise from
top, Tadesse

Mesfin’s Pillars of
Life, Saturday

screensand sofas Andyet
Market VI; (whisperit) mightthis be
Floating Tower not entirely a disaster?
by Addis y

This week sees the
launch of the second
iteration of a pandem-
ic-induced project, The
London Collective. A
21-strong group of Lon-
don galleries, ranging
ternational behe-

Gezahegn, both
showing at Addis
Fine Art; Modest
and Decent by
Genesis Belanger
showing atJosh
Lilley Gallery

A super-high spec

~

LLGWERS OF
i'gSHIOH WEEK

.~

on show over the course of the project,
from big names like William Eggleston,
Grayson Perry and Gilbert & George, to
ce artist, dancer gnd chore-
ographerFlorence Peake and Venezue-
lan artist Lucia Pizzani. :
The project makesuse of VR platform
Vortic, which was in the process of
created and refined just ﬁ the
pandemic began to loom. Vortic allows
galleries to create avirtual room and fill
itwith super high-resolution images of
art. Been there, seen that, you might say
— but the level of detail in Vortic is
arkable, not only can you click on
an antwork and zoom in so close as to
see the impasto on a painting, but the
spaces feel bizarrely like you're really
entering the kind of space you
might find somewhere in Mayfair or
St James's, -,
. Commercial galleries are notoriously #
particular — in Vortic, the lighting
tracks look identical ro those used in
real life. Galleries can even choose to
recreate the reflections that would
occur if a plccéo[gluﬁs were covering
a painting, giving a collector an under-
standing of how a fragile piece might
Iook in real life. 1t's really quite some: ~ *
thing, transporting in away thatisboth
! and

gallery. “Of course at the moment, ifwe
didn'thave that route, we'd have noway-~~
to exhibit anything. But by having this

we can work with workswhich
are stillin theartist's studio andvirtually
install themin aspace, which is extraor-
dinary, and often artists find that
quite exciting.

“Ilove installing. but it always takes
me a very long time; we have to have
two or three technicians and it takes
time to move things around, a day or
more. Butvirtuallyyou can just
move thingsaround ina few
seconds. I enjoy it. It rarely
¥ takes more than an hour or #*

S0, and you can try every
possible way of hanging,
every different position.” Miro
will present a group show
themed around the colour
e Dlue, fi Chantal
4 Joffe, Chris Ofili, Isaac
Julien, Paula Rego,
8 Sarah Sze and others.

Rakeb Sile, left, of
Addis Fine Art, which
has just taken on a
new permanent &
space at Cromwell
& Place in addition to
S its home in Addis
i Ababa and will also
present a group
show of Ethiopian
‘ artists including
| the great Tadesse
Mesfin, agrees.”
8 “Being a young
| galleryinkind of
a faraway place,
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we've always done virfual exhibitions
via, yois know, Hings like {the online
ke {hdum,lm.hu'u not a boge
joap b the platform is really easy 10

s, 1t dovs a ot of e work for you
=1 bnvow thist mmmwh:

« ~theis gallery” the “bui opering
@  uplike this o the rest af the wiirhd, and
particularty, firstly, o the Lodwdon com-

* munity, I think is an amazing thing”
Just to be clear, this ks new In more
ways than one. Belore the pandenic
galleries tepded 1o exist in their
own tmibbles, secialising together and
viewing each othens' work but sharing
wvery little in the way of information
protecring thelr main mesets — the
artists — from each other. “Five
years ago, people really wotked i
stlos” says Sile. “They just focused on

(]

IWe just thought, ‘el what
is the idea of virtual realicy?’
fe’s che ability to go
somewhere without moving

thelr own programmes and their
CHAT] ArRiSER” |
But once the pandemic hit, things |
changed. “There was a real sente of
oy and panic,” says Pilar Corias,
whose Fitzrovia gallery will present a ‘
solo exhibition of work by the Gorman
painter Sophie von Hellermmanin s part
af the Collective. “Sadie [Coles, & |
long-established Mayfair gallerist]
super-helpfully set up this WhatsApp
group called the London Gallery Forum,
There are ahout 80 galleries there now
and we talk about shipping or Brexht, or
whatever it [s"

Oliver Miro sent a note round about
his platform and several forum mem-
bers got in touch, including Corrias, and
eventually The London Collective was |
bom. “The art world is really interma-
tiomnal and we all travel from place 1o
place, ind collectors travel abot as well, |
and 50 we just thoaght, "Well, what Is
the idea of virtual realiny?™ Corrins saes.
*Ir's the ailiry 1o go somewhere without |
mioving. What If you came to Londen |
without trovelling ™

It hens the pdvantage, too, she paints
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Being able to slow down has m_lt
allowed us to take stock and f_f :
ook around and to realise
we're part of a community

aut, that even if you can get 1o London, this o
it's not that casy (o see you  been
vt 10 in ene day. “Have you ever tricd todo
1ogo from gallery ogallery In London®™  peogt
she lnughs. “1 reallyliked theideaofthat.  can g
you could see all the London palleries  abse
in & few mimaees.” they”
1t speaks too of ashift in thinking that  colle
was already under way — the original  “14
impetus for developing the platform taik
ws to get ahead of iIncreasing concems 0o
over the vast carbon footprint being  toko
genersed by the artworld. “Peopledon't  part
want to travel guite as much of rush — co
around as much o before, and T think  ge
they will think abode it mare” says Vie-
toria Miro.
Sile agrees, “The people who buy an
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