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Development Initiative for Black Artists

The first piece will be unveilled in Brooklyn this weekend in celebration of
Juneteenth.
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Helina Metaferia, Headdress 21 (2021). Courtesy of the artist.

This weekend, on Juneteenth, a new mural celebrating the labor of
Black women activists will be unveiled in Brooklyn.

The work of Harlem- and Brooklyn-based artist and activist Helina
Metaferia, the mural depicts a fellow young creator, Wildcat Ebony
Brown, atop a picture of a plinth; collaged throughout the scene are
archival photos of civil rights-era protests and pictures culled from
old Ethiopian and Kenyan travel magazines. A small text reads,
“Where would democracy be without Black women?” It will be
located at the Museum of Contemporary African Diasporan Art in
Fort Greene.

The idea, Metaferia told Artnet News, is to “amplify the people in my
life that are doing amazing work yet are often chastised in the
media. [It's about] reclaiming that image and offering another
perspective on these activists in a way they can essentially get their
power back.”

The piece will be revealed this weekend amid a flurry of other events
scheduled for Juneteenth Jubilee 2021, a free outdoor event co-
sponsored by arts organizations The Blacksmiths and the Wide
Awakes that Metaferia—a member of the latter group—helped
organize.
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We're pleased to announce the five artists selected to participate
in Not a Monolith, a new public art and professional development
initiative for Black artists presented in partnership with
@facebookopenarts & @wetheculture:

Paul Deo (@pauldeon)

Jeff Kasper (@jeffkasperstudio)
Helina Metaferia (@helina.metaferia)
Dana Robinson (@alphabet_party)
Glori J. Tuitt (@glorifice_)

The artists were selected through an open-call process determined
by a five-person advisory committee consisting of Black
professionals with various expertise in the art world ecosystem:
Larry Ossei-Mensah, Kendal Henry, Natasha Logan, Rashaad
Newsome and Tatyana Fazlizadeh. The advisors will also provide
one-on-one guidance to the selected artists throughout the course
of the initiative.

Each artist will create two public artworks for a total of ten projects
across all five boroughs of New York City. The artists will also be
provided with a $12,000 stipend, one-on-one guidance from the
advisory committee, free studio space courtesy of @chashama,
$2,000 in art materials from @winsorandnewton, and all installation
and production costs covered.

Over the next several weeks we'll be highlighting each artist and
giving sneak previews of their developing artworks!

To learn more about Mot a Monolith and the artists, visit: art-
bridge.org/not-a-monolith or click the link in our bio.
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Metaferia's mural is the first of 10 public artworks set to appear
across New York's five boroughs this summer through Not a
Monolith, a new professional development initiative for Black artists
organized by ArtBridge, an initiative that works to transform New
York City's many miles of construction fencing and scaffolding into a
venue for art.

Through the project, five New York artists have been commissioned
to create two new artworks each. Paul Deo, Jeff Kasper, Dana
Bobinson, and Glori J. Tuitt join Metaferia as the Not a Monolith
fellows.

That title “Not a Monolith” harkens back to the impetus behind the
initiative: “to showcase a multitude of Black identities that are more
complex, nuanced and abundant than than media's traditional
representations,” ArtBridge's website notes.

The artist cohort was selected this spring by an advisory committee
comprised of artists Rashaad Newsome and Tatyana Fazlalizadeh;
artist and curator Kendal Henry; curator and critic Larry Ossei-
Mensah; and producer Matasha Logan. Each fellow has been granted
professional mentorship from the committee moving forward, as well
as free studio space, art materials, and a $12,000 stipend.

Q helina.metaferia View Profile
Downtown Brooklyn
=, _ _.___ _" "

7\ --:--\\Hkrmcusmms AND THE WIDE AWEKES_, '/2

pRESENT /5/ /‘
- JUNETEENTH
- JUBILEE 2021

JUNE 19TH IN DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN

View More on Instagram

oQd A
75 likes

helina.metaferia

This Saturday | am unveiling a new @wideawakes inspired mural
through a commission with @facebookopenarts /| @artbridge |/
@wetheculture, located at @mocada_museum new soon-to-be
opened sculpture garden. The mural unveiling will take place as
part of a Downtown Brooklyn Juneteenth celebration, presented by
@wideawakes and @wearetheblacksmiths.

This new mural is an iteration of my "By Way of Revolution” series,
which celebrates the often overlooked labor of Black women
activists. | am so excited to see this as a public facing project for
the community!

In conjunction with the mural, we have organized nine amazing
Black women artists to activate downtown Brooklyn at various
sites, as well as performances by Black women led music
ensembles. Peep the info below and come through!

Repost from @wideawakes:
@ #WideAwakes and @wearetheblacksmiths present Juneteenth
Jubilee NYC this Saturday, June 19!

@12-2 pm: The Blacksmiths We Insist Band led by @candicehoyes
@mimijonesmusic @carmenrodgers in collaboration with
@thelayoutco at Fort Greene Park

@12-6 pm: @wideawakes_msk at Myrtle Ave side of Fort Greene
Park with meals provided to the community in partnership with
@projecteats, @onelovecommunityfridge, @alittlepieceoflight, and
Imani Restaurant

@12-6 pm: art installations by @damaliabrams @elviraclayton
@dozierayanna @adamadelphine @okaynickay @lynkeeart
@jasminemurrell @ms_ladyt, a new mural by @helina.metaferia at
@mocada_museum sculpture park, and AR experience courtesy of
@membitinc

#juneteenth #wideawake #theblacksmiths #mocada
#blackwomenartists #facebookopenarts #wetheculture #artbridge
#brooklyn #publicart #joyiscoming #nyc
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“We were looking for artists who are bringing fresh ideas and
engaging with a broader community,” said Ossei-Mensah, noting that
the committee was equally drawn to makers who have and haven't
worked with public art before. “For me it was a question of, how do
you utilize public art as a meeting point for conversation?”

Ossei-Mensah has long been an advocate of putting art in the real
world rather than the white cube. Concurrent to his work with
ArtBridge, he curated an installation of billboards and kiosks across
Pittsburgh —a city officially celebrating Juneteenth for the first time
this year—by local artist Mikael Owunna. The project opened this
week.

“This traditional idea of art being experienced only in galleries and
museums is a myopic approach,” the curator said. “Particularly when
you're thinking about Black and Brown communities—you have to
bring the conversation to them. And | don't think the art world has
always done a good job of that.”

“In the past there have been very few opportunities for Black and
brown voices to build in the arts,” said Metaferia. “Now, I'm hoping
there are more experiences like this.”

“We’'ll benefit as artists and makers,” the artist went on, “but more
importantly communities will get to see art—especially socially
engaged works—in a new context at a time when it’s really needed.”
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