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One
of the most exciting features of Art Dubai
is the

Ethiopian art on show, as the country’s leading
gallery, Addis Fine Art, brings two notable artists to
the emirate in a thoughtfully curated collection.
While the annual art fair – like its home city – is as
multicultural as it gets, this is the ﬁrst time Ethiopian
art has made an appearance, with the hope of
building an international audience for the country’s
burgeoning arts scene.
While Ethiopia has a rich and ancient art heritage –
dominated primarily by religious art led by the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church, until around the middle of
the 20th century, when secular art started to be
created – the arts have certainly made a resurgence
in recent years. According to Rakeb Sile, co-owner of
Addis Fine Art: “The number of Ethiopian artists
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invited to participate in art fairs and to show
their work in prominent galleries and
museums around the world today is
unprecedented. International collectors are
noticing and buying, while local collectors are
also spending signiﬁcant amounts on artwork,
which was unthinkable just a decade ago.
“The growing public participation in art-related
events is also very encouraging. The youth of
the city, in particular, are the most visible
participants, and the most receptive to new
forms of expression that challenge traditional
norms.”

Girma Berta, Moving Shadows II, I, (2017).

Getting to this point hasn’t been easy, however,
with the geopolitical challenges that the
country has faced for decades. “Soon after the transition from church-inﬂuenced art to modern
expression occurred, the political revolution from the early 1970s onwards greatly inhibited artists’
ability to practice freely along with their counterparts across the continent,” explained Mesai Haileleul,
Rakeb’s partner and co-owner of Addis Fine Art gallery.
However, thanks to the persistence of dedicated members of the art community and institutions such
as the pioneering Alle Felegeselam School of Fine Art and Design, today there is a growing number of
gifted Ethiopian artists practicing their craft across various media, and enjoying increasing interest and
appreciation from the global art world.
One such artist who has had a signiﬁcant impact on the current scene is painter and sculptor Wosene
Worke Kosrof. His journey of becoming an artist back when “it was not viewed as a viable occupation”
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture
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the Smithsonian National Museum of African
Art in Washington, DC — and being considered
a vanguard of modern Ethiopian painting, can
be considered a metaphor for the Ethiopian art
movement, in fact.
He represents the old guard of Ethiopian
painting with his use of Amharic script forms
as a core element, which he often combines
with abstract inﬂuences from the American
Modernist movement.
“I want to present to international audiences
something of the richness and complexity of
Ethiopian culture. However, my artworks are

Girma Berta, Moving Shadows II, II, (2017).

not just about Ethiopia; they are about our
shared human experience. American jazz is also a major inﬂuence and inspiration in my work,” said
Wosene.
Offering an appropriate counterpoint to his seminal works will be young photographer Girma Berta,
whose signature style of creating painting-like images of solitary ﬁgures set against vivid backdrops has
rapidly garnered international acclaim.
The Instagram-savvy millennial artist effectively portrays the new Africa, one that is in the midst of a
digital revolution.
“My work relies heavily upon this digital age, both through the technologies required for my artworks, as
well as social media — which is not only a reality of the millennial African’s life, but has also provided me
with a global audience,” he said. “We have a unique story to tell, our own personal narration of Ethiopian
culture. And like many of my contemporaries, I seek to take back control of our narrative, and convey our
own story to the world.” It will, no doubt, be a
story that many aﬁcionados at Art Dubai will
want to hear.
As Rakeb put it: “The art world’s interest in art
from Africa is a positive, albeit a belated
development. And we believe that the
discourse on African art and the global
contemporary art movement would be
incomplete without recognition of the
immense amount and quality of contemporary
expression coming out of Ethiopia.”
As growing international interest elevates
Girma Berta, Moving Shadows II, X, (2017).
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

African art on the global arena, the hope is, in
this era of diversity and inclusiveness, that
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some
of this art will “transcend the label andEthiopia
become
sought-after on its merit, hence sustaining itself
by integrating into the mainstream.”

The 12th edition of Art Dubai takes place March 21-24, 2018, at Madinat Jumeirah, Dubai.

Wosene Worke Kosrof, My Favorite Things II, (2018).

RELATED ARTICLES
Modern art
(/node/1271306) from India,
Pakistan
breaks the
mold at Art Dubai (/node/1271306)
Global Art
(/node/1271301) Forum at
Art Dubai
2018 tackles
artificial intelligence (/node/1271301)
Art Dubai
(/node/1270871) 2018 offers
a tour
through a
cornucopia of creativity, variety… and
concrete (/node/1270871)
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

4/12

24/03/2018

Tags:

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News

ART DUBAI 2018 (/TAXONOMY/TERM/90751)

DUBAI (/TAXONOMY/TERM/266)

ART (/TAXONOMY/TERM/14316)

CULTURE (/TAXONOMY/TERM/2021)

COMMENTS
0 Comments

ArabNews

1

Sort by Best

⤤ Share

Recommend

Login

Start the discussion…
LOG IN WITH

OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS ?

Be the ﬁrst to comment.

ALSO ON ARABNEWS

Shooting, hostage-taking in south France security source

EU nations mull expelling Russian diplomats
after spy attack

4 comments • a day ago

1 comment • a day ago

Ahmed — Yet another drama to paint muslims as

arahman makra — The EU is playing a stupid

terrorist to the world !!!As most of hostage taking
situations are failures, …

game for a Traitor ! Why you people are
encouraging people to become …

Egypt opens Gaza border for two days
1 comment • a day ago

arahman makra — Why not for all the time with

tight security for your Muslim Brothers !!!

Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman speaks
to The Washington Post
1 comment • 15 hours ago

Ahmad — MashaAllah! May Allah help and give

true guidance to our leaders.

✉ Subscribe

Privacy

MORE FROM ART & CULTURE
The Room: Concept art makes a home
at Art Dubai 2018
(/node/1272661/art-culture)
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

5/12

24/03/2018

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News

(/node/1272661/art-culture)
The Room is “an immersive, large-scale interactive
installation” that takes place at Art Dubai each...

At the crossroads of the world:
London gallery director reveals why
Art Dubai is so special
(/node/1272201/art-culture)

(/node/1272201/art-culture)
LONDON: He attends art fairs all over the world but Glenn
Scott Wright, co-director of the...

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut
(/node/1272181/art-culture) (/node/1272181/artculture)
Oasis of calm in shattered region, Dubai steps out
(/node/1271936/art-culture) as art hub (/node/1271936/artculture)

Saudi art show dazzles despite snowstorm in
(/node/1271916/saudi-arabia) Washington (/node/1271916/saudiarabia)

Brushes with history: Saudi artist Hend Al
(/node/1271876/saudi-arabia) Mansour's quest to reframe the story of women’s
roles in the Arab world (/node/1271876/saudi
arabia)
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

6/12

24/03/2018

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News

Load more (/node/1272181/art-culture?page=1)

The
Room:
Concept
art
makes
a
home
at
Art
Dubai
2018
(/node/1272661/artculture)

At
the
crossroads
of
the
world:
London
gallery
director
reveals
why
Art
Dubai
is
so
special
(/node/1272201/artculture)

Ethiopia
makes
its
Art
Dubai
debut
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

7/12

(/node/1272181/artculture)

24/03/2018

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News

Oasis
of
calm
in
shattered
region,
Dubai
steps
out
as
art
hub
(/node/1271936/artculture)

Saudi
art
show
dazzles
despite
snowstorm
in
Washington
(/node/1271916/saudiarabia)

Brushes
with
history:
Saudi
artist
Hend
AlMansour's
quest
to
reframe
the
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

8/12

story
of
women’s
roles
in
the
Arab
world
(/node/1271876/saudiarabia)

24/03/2018

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News

Latest News
The Room: Concept art
makes a home at Art
Dubai 2018
(/node/1272661/artculture)

(/node/1272661/artculture)

1 views

Three militants arrested
in Tunisia
(/node/1272656/middle(/node/1272656/middleeast)
2 views
east)
Yemeni Army takes
control over strategic
(/node/1272646/middlelocations between Lahej,
east)
70 views
Taiz
(/node/1272646/middleeast)
Top Chinese, US officials
to continue trade talks:
Xinhua
(/node/1272641/business(/node/1272641/businesseconomy)
economy) 70 views
Former VP Biden:
America in battle for
“the soul” of nation
(/node/1272636/world)
Dejected
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

Novak

(/node/1272636/world)
125 views
9/12

24/03/2018

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News
Djokovic looks for
answers after Miami
Open defeat
(/node/1272631/sports)
(/node/1272631/sports)
106 views

Opinion (/opinion)
— ABDULRAHMAN AL-RASHED
(/AUTHORS/ABDULRAHMAN-ALRASHED) —

Trump's war government …
Against whom?
(/node/1272596)

(/authors/ab
al-rashed)

— FAISAL DURRANI
(/AUTHORS/FAISAL-DURRANI) —

Will 2018 be London
property’s final year of
uncertainty for Arab
investors? (/node/1272581)

(/authors/fai
durrani)

— DIANA MOUKALLED
(/TAXONOMY/TERM/5226) —

Men who can’t handle it when
the law gives women rights
(/node/1272501)
(/taxonomy/
— ANDREW HAMMOND
(/TAXONOMY/TERM/3631) —

How Brexit talks nearly
foundered on the Rock
(/node/1272496)

(/taxonomy/

— MOHAMMED NOSSEIR
(/TAXONOMY/TERM/9571) —

The popularity myth at the
heart of Egyptian politics
(/node/1272311)

(/taxonomy/

— DR. MANUEL ALMEIDA
(/AUTHORS/DR-MANUELALMEIDA) —

An assertive Russia in the
Middle East suggests an eye
on the post-Putin era
(/node/1272306)
More in Opinion
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

(/authors/dr
manuelalmeida)

(/opinion)
10/12

24/03/2018

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News

MOST POPULAR

DAY WEEK MONTH

Most Read

Shared

Mohammed bin Salman to the
Washington Post: Trump's
decision to move embassy to
Jerusalem is a painful step
(/node/1272516)
Saudi, US women discuss
stereotypes, common
challenges at Arab News DC
roundtable (/node/1272526)
Data privacy alarm bells sound
in wake of Facebook/Cambridge
Analytica scandal
(/node/1271946)

(/node/1272516)
3444 views

(/node/1272526)
949 views

(/node/1271946)
732 views

Oil rises on Saudi talk of
extending output cuts into 2019
(/node/1272486)
(/node/1272486)
716 views
Man convicted in killing of
Muslim cleric and his assistant
(/node/1272616)
(/node/1272616)
589 views
Can Zuckerberg’s media blitz
take the pressure off Facebook?
(/node/1271941)
(/node/1271941)
545 views

http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

11/12

24/03/2018

Ethiopia makes its Art Dubai debut | Arab News

(http://www.saudicomiccon.com)

(/)

Email

(https://plus.google.com/+arabnews)
(https://twitter.com/arabnews)
(http://www.facebook.com/pages/Arab(https://www.instagram.com/arabnews)
(/rss)
News/10250877124)
SUBSCRIBE

Contact Us (/ContactUs)
About Arab News (/Node/51199)
Advertise (Http://Www.Alkhaleejiah.Com/Contact_us)
Privacy & Terms Of Service (/Node/51204)

© 2017 SAUDI RESEARCH & PUBLISHING COMPANY, All Rights Reserved And subject to Terms of Use Agreement.

http://www.arabnews.com/node/1272181/art-culture

12/12

